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N enquicing what — of 
which our Lord forbore a diſcloſure 
ducing his continuance upon earth, it im- 
mediately occurs to our reflexion, that the 
great founder of Chriſtianity. never openly 
announced either the abaſement of the 
Moſaic ritual, or his pretenſions to the 
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regard to thoſe two particulars, will appear 
FRY * 


* 

Nr === 
in a ſtriking point of view, if we curſorily 
turn our attention to certain tenets, pre- 
valent in the Jewiſh nation. 
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Every member, for inſtance, of that 
community entertained a firm perſuaſion, 
that the Moſaic law, being. divine, in it's 
origin, would be perpetual in it's duration: 
that the deſcendants of Iſrael would be for 
ever, ir in an eſpecial manner, ſhielded by 
providential ſuperintendance: and that a 
| Meſſiah would, about the period of our 


gaviour's appearance, preſent himſelf upon 
earth, for the purpoſe of reſcuing God's 


choſen people from the dominion'' of 
foreigners; and of advancing them to a 
higher degree of proſperity, than ny had 
ever before attained, N 88 


If to men, thus elate with ideas of 
precedency and exaltation, a complete view 
of the impending religious revolution 
had been at once unfolded, they would 


have 


(+) 

have recoiled/ perhaps with \exprefſions of 
abhorrence, from a ſyſtem ſo replete with 
difappointment; and have transferred their 
devotion to ſome pretended Meſſiah,” that 
held out 3 moro in a N 
their aue e, e ⁰ννν,˖,’ Jorill 10 e 
11 An 1 0 bolt 1 

- Mo wilely therefors-did the author of 
our religion withhold) a full manifeſtation 
of the Chriſtian ſcheme, and of hie own 
auguſt character until aden ration; excited 
by the tapendous! events of re ſurrection 
and aſcenſion enforced by irradiations 
from the ſpirit of truth, ſhould have pre- 
pared the minds of His Gteiples for d re- 
* re 19g oa 79h, et 
fliqe id Jo egg Sac no etencterfids 10 
Massenet l in 
the higheſt degree offenſive to their"Jewith 
principles and feelings, was eventually en- 
fared through the precaution of the com- 
muinlpation being ſuſpended. and delay 
became the fource of conviction, -- -- 
294 42 | The 


(4) 
The province, let us now proceed to 
obſerve, of annquncing to the Jews a ru- 
cified, nat a victorious: Meſſiah i and of 
proclaiming a general diffuſion, of God's 
eſpeoial grace, formerly conſined :to the 
people of Iſrael, ſeems principal ita have 
devolved upon St. Paul. His education in 
the ſcheol of a Jeiſh doctor, in an eminent 
degree qualified him for tie importanit taſkł: 
and enabled him to demonſtrate che tea - 
ſonablenaſa of che Chriſtian ſyſtem ta es 
by that mdſt perſuaſive ſpecies of arʒ-umen· 
tation, an appeal to their fayourite tenets. 
g ee bot „t: Jo S 283 m 
The profound natute however of St. 
Paul's Jewiſh erudition, throws ſuch, a; veil 
of abſtruſeneſs on ſome parts of his epiſtles, 
that gt. Peter prounounceac them bardrw be = 
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Ahſtruſeneſs in a iter produces ſome- 
times ignorance, ſometimes miſconception 


of his meaning in the mind of a teader. 
r 7 Let 
1 * 2 Ep. ni. 13. | 


1 
Let us ſeparately examine the reſpective 
operations of theſe. two defects in appro- 
henſion with — Payly *pues. 
y <1 24d dog. 

In ——— to: an incapacity of adenine 
the recondite declarations of St. Paul, this 
intellectual diſappointment is qualified in 
general by the following alleviation, .. The 
moſt difficult parts of St. Paul's writings 
are, in the opinion of the ableſt commen- 
tators, addreſſed ſpecifically to Jews either 
with a view of converting them to Chriſti- 
anity, or of weaning them, when con- 
verted, from immoderate devotion to the 
Moſaic ritual c. 
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Though Chriſtians therefore ſhould: be 
embaraſſed i in deciphering St. Paul's s Jewiſh 
diſquiſitions, they have, by virtue of being 
Chriſtians, ſubſtantially attained. all, the 

at e at in thoſe Giqyiions. They 
| Th have 
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+ The firſt object is principally purſued in the epiſtle 
to the Romans, the latter in that to the Galatians, 


W. 


66 
have ſummurily arrived at the point, to 
which St. Paul elaborately conducts the 
Jew: and are implicitly rivetted in ſyſtem, 
which a Jew cannot reach but through the 
n of an W e r — 


4 rai it be for mankind, if a 
perverſion of St. Paul's ſignification i m his 
reaſonings with Jews was po pam roman 
byte ee 203 At , 


For, from a Aba brü en of the 
words ele, ſaved, choſen, juſtified, and other 
Jewiſh phraſes, what thick clouds of error 
have overſpread the Chriſtian hemiſphere! 


| Theſe expreſſions denote in general, 
agreeble to the tenor of their import in 
the Old Teſtament®, perſons poſſeſſing a 
contingent proſpect of Salvation, held 
out | gratuitouſly, but attainable only 
conditionally, through a compliance 
; | 101 J with 
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with moral and — aa 
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+ Theſe forms of ſpeech, at the ſame time, 
do in ſome inſtances deſcribe eharacters en- 
dowed with a yeſted title to'Salvation. This 
is their extended; but leſs frequent ſenſe +. 


'©® Ela. 


The words Elef, Saved, a 
— Fuftified, in — 


ges, are in 
apo Larry ſenſe, and allude 

— rſons enjo com- 
ery in Gn 1 
under an uncertainty whe- 
ther the privilege will 1 


nally be efficacious to their | 
apoſtle of Jeſus | 


ſalvation. 
Peter, an 
Chriſt, to the ſtrangers ſcat- 
tered throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia 
andBithynia,e/e according 


to the ſoreknowꝛl of 


God the Father. 1 Pet. i. 1,2. 


Saved. 


neſs and love of God our Sa- | the end ond be 


viour toward man appear- 
ed, not by works of righte- 
oulncl whichwehayedor, 
t according to his mercy 
he ſaved us by the waſhing | 
Rs 
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tingency to the N 
of eternal glory. 


| Saved, 
But after that the kind-· He that endureth unto 


ſaved, 


41 
A confuſion of the paragraplis, obere the 
words in queſtion carry the former, with 
thoſe where they convey the latter ſentiment, 
has, occaſioned ſome to eſteem faith, others 
election, independant of vigtue, ſufficient 
** of advancement to everlaſting glory. 
Let us endeavour! to reclaim perſons 
infatuated by ack fatal clameras, 


in ſubſervience to this ſalutary purpoſe 
| we may remark, that the Evangelical writ- 
ings, which record the doctrines perſonally 
dictated by our Lord, contain various ex- 
plicit exhortations to the cultivation of 


* 


v. (en G Chriſtians in 

— and other extenſive re- 
ions, enumerated above 

_— the word ele) are a 


choſen generation, 1Pet.ii.g. 


Joftified. 
* — being thus ju 
by hs grace, we 28 
irs accordin on 
— of eternal liſe. 


i. 7. der Appendix (5). 
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moral excellence, accompanied with this 
Net every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lard. 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he: 
that doeth the will of my Father, n | 
heaven. Matt. vii. 21. 5 wal 


But if the 1 to St. Paul, 
by Calviniſts, actually exiſted in his writ- 
ings, St. Paul would reſt our hopes of hea- 
ven on circumſtances different from thoſe 
pointed out by the Lord of life. In which 
contingency (as the authority of the diſ- 
ciple is ſubordinate to that of the maſter) 
it would be our duty to obſerve the direc- 
tions of Chriſt, in preference to thoſe of 
St. Paul. 


Happily the ſappoſition of any repug- 
nance between the doctrines of our Saviour, 
and his apoſtle, is totally deſtitute of foup- 
dation. For St. Paul expreſſly informs us 
in his epiltle to the Romans, 1 ü. 7 that eter- 
mal 


1 
tinuance in well-doing. Again, in the epiſtle 
to Titus, iti. 8. he inculcates rectitude in 
the following animated ſtrain, This is 4 
faithful ſaying, and theſs things T will that 
thou affirm conſtantly, that they x0ho have be. 
lieved in God be careful to maintain good 
works. — He apprizes us too in the firſt 
epiſtle to the Corinthians, xii. 2. that faith 
unaccompanied by charity loſes it's ſignifi- 
cance *, and, xiti. 13. that in the ſcale of 
Chriſtian excellence charity holds the moſt 
exalted ſituation +. | 


In correſpondence with theſe doctrines 
of St. Paul and the evangeliſts, St. James 
aſſerts, ii. 10. That faith without works is 
dead. 

The 
„ Though I have all faith, ſo that I could remove 


+ And now abide theſe three, fai charity, 
and the — r men 9 


(un 
- The deduCtion, which irceſiftibly reſults 
| * the texts now exhibited 15; that if 
St. Paul had actually advanced the nations 
concerning faith and election aſcribed tb 
him by Calviniſts, St. Paul would be at 
variance with himſelf, with his aſſociate 

St. _ and with his mann 


#464 


Let Calviniſts therefore hire leaſt | 
they inadvertently furniſh weapons to infi- 
delity; and while they perplex the doc- 
trines, debaſe the credit of St. Paul's wri- 
tings. 


St. Paul himſelf, at the commencement 
of his epiſtle to the Romans, ſeems appte- 
henſive that his aſſertions relative to faith, 
in the five firſt chapters of that epiſtle, 
might poſſibly give birth to theories ſimilar 
to thoſe we have examined. For in the 
firſt verſe of the ſixth chapter, reviewing, 
as it were, the general tenor of what he 

had advanced, and perceiving it ſuſeeptible 
. 326M of 


(6126 ) | 
of dangerous conſtruction, he feelingly pro- 
teſts againſt ſuch expoſition of his writings, 


buy exclaiming. What ſhall we ſay then, 


* ſhall we continue in fin, Romany 
God forbid!” PF | 


God indeed . forbid, that the 
banners of depravity ſnould be ſeen waving 
on the walls of the temple; and that reli- 
gion, which was intended to improve man- 
kind, ſhould- become inſtrumental to their 
debaſement and contamination. | 


It may be uſeful to ſuggeſt, that certain 
wonderful operations of faith, pointed out 
by St. Paul in the fourth chapter to the 
Romans 18, 19. and in ſeveral parts of the 
11* chapter to the Hebrews, are the cha- 
raQeriſtic exertions of the early converts 
to Chriſtianity; or of Chriſtians at any 
period ſtruggling with. perſecution : while 
they have no ſcope of diſplay in æras of 


tranquility. $ | h Bs LE 900 
| What 


61 
What vigor, for inſtance, of hope ; 
% againſt hope belieymg in hope Romans 
vi. 19. mult; a Jem have poſſeſſed to 
overcome the embarraſſing reflexions that 
5 intruded c on his mind at his approach to 
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. He. was; — we have before 
ſeen, win che bars of a temporal Meſſiah, 
ſplendor imperial mognificence-y5 While 
his expectations thus pointed to a throne, 
bis attention was directed to à croſs! he 
beheld. the. redeemer, of Iſrael ſorrounded. 
not by triumphant generals, but con- 
demned malefactors; and his ſacred brow, 
inſtead of ſparkling with gems, en 
with thorns! - cl 10 oli deneatiiontl 


Beth Jews werdet nd Gentiles at 
the firſt propagation of the goſpel, _had 
not only i inveterate preju ;udices to >ſurmount, 
but the moſt formidable ſpecies of diſcou- 
_ ragement 


* — 


641 
ragement to encounter. They were called 
to act in a theatre recking with blood; and 

exhibiting continually the moſt tragical 
cataſtrophes. | rsd S113 505190 
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How different is the ſituation of 'perſons, 
born in a country quietly profeſſing Chriſ- 
tianity. The holy flame of faith is Kin- 
dled in their minds by tuition, without any 
elaborate exertions of their on: it is fan- 
ned by the concurrence of the moſt reſpec- 
table characters around them: it is che- 
rithed,” not repreſſed by the magiſtrate: 
and is, in wel- diſpoſed hearts, ee 
ban alive, than Te in 44 200 
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Thoſe, whom Anden of the 
ſeventeenth article of the Engliſh chureh 
has led to magnify beyond due bounds the 
operation of election, ought attentively to 
conſider the beginnin, g of the ſecond | para- 
graph « of the article i in \ queſtion, as 


That 


at 


( 


- That clauſe declares That the godly 


« conſideration of predeſtination and our 
« election in Chriſt is full of ſweet, plea - 
« ſant, and unſpeakable comfort to godly 


« perſons, and fuch' as feel in themſclves 


« the workings of the ſpirit of Chrift, mor= 
zin the deed: of the fed and their earthy 
« members, and drawing up their! mine fo 
« Ira mona a e engt 2713 131 
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The language here 4 e 
timates, That, in the opinion ef "thoſe 
who framed the articles, moral excellence 
dual can aſcertain the efficacy of election 
in regard to his perſonal ſalvatioůon. 


All other characteriſties, except godli- 
neſs and goodneſs, may poſſibly exiſt in a 
bad, equally with a good man: and, if any 
criterion whatever could .impreſs a profli- 
gate with conviction, that heaven was his 
indefeaſible birth-right, the perſuaſion 


6269 | 
_ wouldcertainly be matter of comfort to bim, 
no leſs than to a —— 


— 4 7 mort 9 37 
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| enjoyment of evzclaſting ble, would pro- 
.bably appear, in his pwn judgement, more 
bighly. privileged, than à ſaint. -jnveſted 
with the ſame prerogative... He\would in- 
dulge perhaps a degree of wayward exulta- 
tation, in reflecting, that he could delibe- 
rately ſin, yet be,determinately faved: that 
the manſions of purity were become the 
receptacle of corruption: and ſ that the 
turbulent, foul torrent of a vicious life 
would terminate; by divine appointment, 
in a ſea of glory. 


* * 9 * 
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* tf hoon tt! 
oe. 9 6 "a, desen co rote tain 
. Some men found their hope of unalterable deſtina- 
tion to heaven, independent of 2 
_ on grace, others on regeneration. 
raſe they couch the enormous expectation, they fall 


ik within the ſcope of the asd employed this 
paragraph, 
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191 
works, could enſure acceſs tb the regibns 
of eternal glory, the ſcriptural injunctions 


of rectitude in ſubſervience to this grand 


conſummation maſt be eſteemed unwar- 
rantable requiſitions of ſuperfluous exer- 
tion: impoſing a tribute not preſcribed in 
the uinconditignalcharter of predeſtination: 
and alloying dur preſent pleaſures, n 
2 — 
Haan erwor nos 


hs, Lt 
vous exaggerations of the privileges be- 
longing to.elbBiion, adopied by Calvinif 
may deciſively be obviated by a brief ap- 
1 2 
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chapter of his firſt Epiſtle, ver. 1, 2. poſitively 
pronounces the ſtrangers ſcattered through 
*« Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia, and 
Ne e IRS: 
— mas- (2382) 
vn eile ente er e 
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In the firſt chapter however, ver. 10. of 


his ſecond Epiſtle, he thus cautions theſt 
ala characters, Give diligence to make 
« your calling and election ſure,” 
[4251 St a4 83535, 
And in the third chapter, ver. 17. of the 
ſame epiſtle he ſubjoins this additional 
admonition, . Ye therefore beloved beware, 
* leſt ye alſo, being led away by the error 
e of the wicked, fall from your own ſtead- 
« faſtneſs.” | 


This ſeries of texts, combined in one 
point of view, proves inconteſtably, that 
election did not, in the opinion of St. Peter, 
exempt men from danger of apoſtacy ; and 
would not, without concurrent 'exertions 
of the elect, enſure the attainment of ever · 


laſting * 


Eledien, in fine, in we 2 of it's 
enure, ſeems to reſemble. an earthly inhe- 
ena This fortunate poſſeſſion, we 
well 


ER 
well know, properly improved enriches 
ang dleſſeg it's proprictor..; But entirely 
uncultivated preſents a ſcene of diſguſting 
deſolation totally devoid of any uſeful or 
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HE whole Jewiſh "oy every in- 
dividual in it of courſe incluſſvely, 
is pronounced in the Old Teſtament an 


eker. chen, ſeved, juſtified people. 


. 
For jacob my ſervant's ſake, and Iſrael 
mine elect. Ia, xlv. 4. 


ch "© 
Ye a of of Jab 4 5 PL. ev. b. 


Ye children of 1b his cboſen ones. 
Chro. xvi. 13. 


Saved. 
Who is like unto thee, O people faved 
by the Lord. Deut. xxxiii. 29. 


Puftifed 
In the Lord ſhall a the ſeed of Iſrael 
be jufified. If. xlv. 25. 


Not- 
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St. Paul, for And informs us; 1 Cr 
x. 5. that « with many of them God was 
© not well -pleaſed: for they werte ober- 
* throw in the wildern t. 

mud 10 1baxqobar 95572 9911 e072 
Their various enormities, with the 
chaſtiſements reſpectively ittendant on 
them, are diſplayed by the apoſtle in ver. 7,8, 
9, 10, * rag ns ane 


de mati off] 
mtbe vim wet. $t Palit addreſſes the fol- 
lowing warning to Chriſtians, «All theſe 


things happened to them for our enſamples : 
* and they are written for our admonition.” 


The cataſtrophes, which befel the Jews 
in the deſert, demonſtrate, that their religi- 
ous prerogatives afforded no ſanction to 
their crimes. 


Again, 


— — —_ eee 1 w=z — 


22 A'PPENDIX (4). 


Again; the pointed application of their 
example to Chriſtians ſhows, that the lat- 
ter body of religioniſts are in a ſimilar ſi- 


tuation with the former, in the article of 


moral reſponſibleneſs, - 69.42 


Thaugh, in truth, both the Jewiſh and 
God's free grace, independent of human 
merit, yet both ſyſtems aimed ultimately 
at the encouragement of moral and reli, 


r 7 Als 1d b5colgtib 4:6 mad 


The ſum of a Jew' S LEY as ; ſketched * 


the prophet Micah, was to do juſtice, to 


love mercy, and to. walk bombly with 
* his God.” Mic. vi. 85 


The object of the Chriſtian revelation, 
St. Paul aſſures us, is to © purify a peculiar 
people zealous of good works.” Tit. ii. 4. 
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In St. Paul's epiſtte to Titus, cw. is the | 
TH paſſage. bong nag 


V. 4. After that the kindneſs and love 
of God our Saviour towards men appeared, 


V. 5. Not by works of cightdouſ neſs 
which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of re- 
nen and renewingof the Holy Ghoſt; 


SI'T;N0 


v. 6. Which he ſhed on us abundantly, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; 

V. 7. That being jufiified by his grace we 
ſhould be made heirs according to the _ 
of eternal life. 


V.8 


Dis is a faithful bing, and theſe 
I ill that thou affirm conſtantly, 
that 


— 9 
823 


46 APN NDIX (B). 0 
that they which have believed in God, 
might 1 careful to maintain good works. 


v. 4. And let ours alſo learn to main- 
tain good works for neceſſary uſes, that 


they be not anfruipful. 


In the 5th verſe of the paſſage before us, 
the Chriſtians of Crete are repreſented as 
ſaved; in the 7th, as jaſtiſied. 


In the 8th verſe, however, they are ex- 
horted, with a degree of earneſtneſs that 
e danger of omiſſion, to · maintain 


good works. 


And are apprized in the 14th verſe, that 
a deficiency in moral worth would draw 
on them the imputation of N bar 
renneſs. 


In this caſe of — — 
of being ju/ified from paſt ſins, and ſoved 
TN out 


9 
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APPENDIX G). 2x 
out of heathen darkneſs into Chriſtian 
light, would tend, without doubt, to ag- 
gravate, rather than alleviate their con- 
demnation ; by occafioning a contraſt be- 
tween actual guilt and poſſible improve- 
ment; and by diſplaying opportunity fruſ- 
trated by neglect. | 
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